
AHCA – Agency for Health Care Administration, a Florida agency that is responsible for the 
administration of the Florida Medicaid program, licensure and regulation of Florida’s health 
facilities, and for providing information to citizens about the quality of care they receive. 
 
AMCHP – Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs, a national resource, partner and 
advocate for state public health leaders and others working to improve the health of women, 
children, youth, and families, including those with special health care needs. 
 
ASTHO – Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, a non-public health organization 
whose mission is to transform public health within states and territories to help members 
dramatically improve health and wellness. 
 
BRFSS – Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, a telephone survey that looks at 
behavioral risk factors, conducted nationwide by state health departments using a methodology 
developed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
CHD – County Health Department: CHDs serve as the local health department in each of the 67 
counties in Florida. They are responsible for creating and maintaining conditions that keep 
people healthy. Local county health departments prevent, minimize, and contain adverse health 
effects from communicable diseases, disease outbreaks from unsafe food and water, chronic 
diseases, environmental hazards, injuries, and risky health behaviors. 
 
CMS – The Department’s Division of Children’s Medical Services, responsible for administering 
Title V for the Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) population. CMS is a 
collection of programs that serve children with special health care needs. Each program 
provides family-centered care using statewide networks of specially qualified doctors, nurses, 
and other healthcare professionals. 
 
CMS Plan – Florida’s Children’s Medical Services Managed Care Plan provides children with 
special health care needs a family-centered, comprehensive, and coordinated system of care. 
The CMS Plan is designed to serve children under age 21 whose serious or chronic physical or 
developmental conditions require extensive preventive and ongoing care. 
 
CoIIN – Collaborative Improvement and Innovation Network: multidisciplinary teams of federal, 
state, and local leaders working together to tackle a common problem. CoIIN provides a way for 
participants to self-organize, forge partnerships, and take coordinated action to address 
complex issues through structured collaborative learning, quality improvement, and innovative 
activities. 
 
CSHCN – Children with Special Health Care Needs  
 
DCF – Department of Children and Families: A Florida agency that provides social services to 
children, adults, refugees, domestic violence victims, human trafficking victims, the homeless 
community, child care providers, disabled people, and the elderly. Major functions include child 
protection, foster care, adoption, and public benefits. 
 
DOE – Department of Education: A Florida agency that serves as the single repository of 
education data from school districts, state and community colleges, universities, and 
independent postsecondary institutions. The DOE mission is to increase the proficiency of all 



students by providing them with the opportunity to expand their knowledge and skills through 
learning opportunities and research valued by students, parents, and communities. 
 
Department – The Florida Department of Health. The department is dedicated to protecting, 
promoting, and improving the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county, 
and community efforts. The department works to prevent infectious disease, support healthy 
habits and environments, and ensure a proficient and professional health care workforce. The 
department comprises a state health office in Tallahassee, 67 county health departments, 22 
Children’s Medical Services offices, 12 Medical Quality Assurance regional offices, nine 
Disability Determinations regional offices, and four public health laboratories. 
 
FAHC – The Florida Association of Healthy Start Coalitions develops and supports local 
systems of care to optimize the health of moms, babies and families. The Association is made 
up of 32 individual coalitions from across the state. Each coalition uses data and research to 
design a service delivery plan unique to their community. 
 
FIMR – The Fetal and Infant Mortality Review project, a community-based collaborative effort to 
establish a continuous quality improvement mechanism for communities that focuses not only 
on the medical aspects of prenatal and infant health care delivery systems, but also on the 
psychosocial, environmental, and structural processes that contribute to fetal and infant deaths. 
The purpose is to learn more about why infants die and to propose recommendations for 
change. 
 
FloridaHATS – Florida Health and Transition Services: A program within the Florida Department 
of Health’s Division of Children’s Medical Services. Their mission is to ensure successful 
transition from pediatric to adult health care for all youth and young adults in Florida, including 
those with disabilities, chronic health conditions, or other special health care needs. 
 
FLOSS – Florida’s Linked Oral Status System 
 
FPCN – Florida Pregnancy Care Network, a statewide alliance of pregnancy support 
organizations. Provides financial and other support for member organizations, enabling and 
assisting them in their mission to support pregnant women in need in Florida. 
 
FPQC – Florida Perinatal Quality Collaborative: a collective of perinatal-related organizations, 
individuals, health professionals, advocates, policymakers, hospitals and payers. The FPQC is 
designed to engage perinatal stakeholders to improve maternal and infant health outcomes 
through design, implementation, and evaluation of processes, and to enhance quality 
improvement efforts. 
 
FPSS – Florida Pregnancy Support Services, a statewide network of pregnancy support centers 
that provide pregnancy support services to women and their families.  
 
HealthARCH – Provides health information technology support services including Patient 
Centered Medical Home (PCMH) practice transformation and recognition. 
 
Healthy Start – A program in Florida that provides targeted support services to pregnant 
women, infants, and children up to age 3, in order to address identified risks. Healthy Start 
offers universal risk screening of all pregnant women and newborn infants to identify those at 
risk of poor birth, health, and developmental outcomes. 
 



Homeness or Medical Homeness – The degree to which a provider or practice aligns 
themselves with the medical home principles. 
 
ICC – Interconception, the period of time between a pregnancy and a subsequent pregnancy. 
 
JaxHATS - The Jacksonville Health and Transition Services clinic, created to help make the 
transition from pediatric health care to adult-oriented health care easier. 
 
LARC – Long-acting reversible contraceptive. 
 
MCH Section – A section within the Bureau of Family Health Services. The MCH Section 
includes the Healthy Start Program; the MCH Program which has, among other responsibilities, 
Pregnancy Associated Mortality Review (PAMR) and Fetal and Infant Mortality Review (FIMR); 
and the Grants/Data/Budget/Procurement unit, which has primary responsibility for coordinating 
and collating information for the Title V MCH Block Grant application, managing the MCH Block 
Grant, and providing program guidance through monitoring of performance indicators and 
conducting data analysis.  
 
MIECHV – Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program: A federal program 
that gives pregnant women and families, particularly those considered at-risk, necessary 
resources and skills to raise children who are physically, socially, and emotionally healthy and 
ready to learn. The Florida Healthy Start Coalitions administer MIECHV within Florida. 
 
MomCare – Includes outreach services for all women presumptively eligible and enrolled in 
Medicaid under the Sixth Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (SOBRA). Women enrolled in 
SOBRA Medicaid, are automatically enrolled into MomCare. MomCare offers initial outreach to 
explain Medicaid options, facilitates contact with a qualified prenatal care provider, provides 
WIC information and referrals, offers referral to Healthy Start, and connects clients to 
community resources.  
 
NICU – Neonatal Intensive Care Units 
 
PAMR – Florida’s Pregnancy Associated Mortality Review (PAMR) is an ongoing system of 
surveillance that collects and analyzes information related to maternal deaths in order to 
promote system improvements through evidence-based actions aimed at preventing future 
untimely deaths. 
 
PCC – Preconception, the time before a women becomes pregnant. 
 
PCMH – Patient Centered Medical Home: A provider that offers accessible, continuous, 
comprehensive, family-centered, coordinated, compassionate, and culturally effective medical 
care. While ideal for all children, it is especially advantageous for children with special health 
care needs as they typically require coordination of care between primary care providers and 
specialists. 
 
PHDP – Public Health Dental Program: A Department of Health program within the Bureau of 
Family Health services that works to improve and maintain the oral health of Florida's citizens by 
promoting and developing high-quality, cost-effective community and school-based preventive, 
educational, and treatment programs that emphasize the elimination of oral health disparities. 
 



PRAMS – Florida Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System, a random population-based 
surveillance system of maternal behaviors and experiences before, during, and shortly after 
pregnancy, initiated by the Department of health in partnership with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
 
SCRIPT – Smoking Cessation Reduction in Pregnancy Treatment: SCRIPT is an award-
winning, evidence-based program shown to be effective in helping thousands of pregnant 
women quit smoking. It is designed to be a component of a patient education program for 
prenatal care providers. 
 
SIDS – Sudden Infant Death Syndrome is the sudden death of an infant less than 1 year of age 
that cannot be explained after a thorough investigation is conducted. 
 
SUID – Sudden Unexpected Infant Death is the death of an infant less than 1 year of age that 
occurs suddenly and unexpectedly, and whose cause of death is not immediately obvious 
before investigation. Includes SIDS, accidental strangulation, and unknown cause. 
 
VLBW – Very low birth weight, which is when a baby is born weighing less than 1500 grams (3 
pounds 5 ounces). 
 
WIC – The Bureau of WIC Program Services administers the federally funded Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (also known as WIC) in 
Florida. WIC is a short-term intervention program designed to impact a targeted, high-risk 
population during critical stages of growth and development as well as influence lifetime 
nutrition and health behaviors. 
 


